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Operation: Containment
“I didnt know if he wanted me there or not. 
I don't know why I cared. But when the 
frost and fire closed in, Solomon Grant was 
the only person I trusted to have my back.” 
— Monique Strange, field notes

T he corridor outside the briengm rook reefed ol steriziaed ketyz 
ygd rec—czed yir,czeygp shyr.p yrtinciyzI wt ’ys the skezz ol the 

ymegc—Ms cegtryz hubp lykiziyr egoumhp but togimht it czugm to the bycf 
ol k— throyt ugtiz k— togmue lezt zife sygd.y.erI v— nrst kissiogI wMd 
tozd k—sezl the gerxes ’ouzd cokep but w hydgMt eq.ected thek to hit 
this hyrdp this lystI

w .ressed y hygd to the Ayt ol k— stokychp ys il w couzd Guiet the 
restzess churg igsidep ygd lorced k—sezl to breythe exegz—I The door 
szid o.eg ’ith y hissp ygd lor oge terril—igm heyrtbeyt w thoumht k— 
fgees kimht reluse to cyrr— ke throumhI

wgsidep y zogm tybze mzeyked ugder the cozd ’hite zimhtsp so .ozished 
it zoofed ugtouchedp ys il go oge dyred to sit thereI Dt its heyd stood 
-ryxis Hegyze—p tyzzp shyr.Eleyturedp ygd rydiytigm yg yuthorit— thyt 
kyde k— s.ige sgy. stryimhter belore w exeg reyziaed itI Sis myae s’e.t 
the rook zife y bzydep shyr. egoumh thyt w loumht the urme to zoof yt 
k— bootsI

Lxer—oge fge’ his gykeI -ryxis Hegyze—,sog ol Nebystiyg HeE
gyze—p the zemegdyr— lougder ’hose shydo’ stizz hugm oxer these hyzzsI 
Se hyd ogz— recegtz— tyfeg oxer the ymegc—p ygd thoumh wMd cyumht 
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mzik.ses ol hik ig .yssigmp this ’ys the nrst tike thyt styre hyd .igged 
keI wt ’ys egoumh to kyfe k— .uzse thruk ig k— eyrsI

Se ’ys jegdezzygI The— yzz cyrried the syke igtegsit—p ys il their 
bzood itsezl hukked ’ith soke dee.er curregt ol .o’erI Drougd 
hikp the yir lezt heyxierp chyrmedp ygd lor the brielest kokegt w ’ogE
dered il he couzd see stryimht throumh ke,roofie gerxesp dr— kouthp 
Autterigm stokych ygd yzzI

“yrgybys Uookis ’ys there ys ’ezzp ozderp zyte nltiesp ygd cyrr—igm 
hiksezl ’ith the Guiet steydigess ol sokeoge ’hoMd beeg the ymegc—Ms 
bycfboge lor decydesI Dg Lgsuzziyg,our residegt di.zokytI w hyd 
ket hik belorep ygd w exeg ’orfed yzogmside hik y le’ tikes ’heg 
w ’ys stizz sylez— behigd ygyz—st re.orts igsteyd ol nezd’orfI

Se ’ys yz’y—s figdp ’ezzEs.ofegp ygd cogsideryte ig ’y—s kost 
o.erytixes ’eregMtI Se hyd ogz— ”ust returged lrok y sybbyticyz ylter 
zosigm his ’ilep ygd the mriel stizz seeked to hygm yrougd his shouzders 
zife yg eqtry ’eimhtI w lezt lor hikI Lxer—oge fge’ ho’ kuch heMd 
zoxed herI

WvogiGue NtrygmepO -ryxis syidp mesturigm ke lor’yrdI Sis xoice 
’ys cyzkp .recise,eych ’ord cut czeygp zeyxigm go rook lor skyzz 
tyzfI WNitI Re hyxe zittze tikeIO

w obe—edp lorcigm k— zems to koxe ygd zo’erigm k—sezl igto the 
chyirI v— hygds ’ygted to ndmet ig k— zy.p but w .igged thek toE
mether timhtz—p ’izzigm thek to sty— stizzI

WThis is —our nrst nezd kissiogpO he cogtiguedp scrozzigm y hozoE
mry.hic dossier ycross the tybzeI The zimht lrok it Aicfered ycross his 
shyr. leyturesp kyfigm hik zoof exeg kore sexereI Ww doubt —ou ’izz 
hyxe kyg— issuesI Pour nze lrok tryigigm rygfs —ou ig the to. nxep ygd 
—our —eyr ys yg ygyz—st lor the ymegc— mixes —ou the fgo’zedme ol nezd 
kissiogsIO
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Seyrigm it zyid out so czigicyzz— shouzd hyxe steydied kep but it ogz— 
kyde k— .uzse ficf hyrderI To. nxe or gotp gukbers og y nze ’eregMt 
the syke ys beigm ig the nezdI

-ryxis yd”usted the cogtrozsp ygd y kygMs lyce s.ug szo’z— igto 
xie’p sus.egded ig three dikegsiogs yboxe the tybzeI WHrI Ueor 
?e—gepO he syidI

The ikyme sho’ed y kyg ’ith mry—igm tek.zesp shyr. cheefbogesp 
ygd the lyigtz— skum eq.ressiog thyt tozd —ou he thoumht he ’ys 
skyrter thyg the egtire myzyq—I

WSeMs y biochekistpO “yrgybys syidp his xoice exeg but heyx—I W“rizE
ziygt,ygd dygmerousI SeMs cyrr—igm y desimger .ythomegI Dirborgep 
zethyzp ygd ugdetectybze ugtiz itMs too zyteI Re hyxe igtezzimegce he 
igtegds to sezz it yboyrd the Sky Serpentp y zuqur— kymEtryig crossigm 
the Drysxeg vougtyigsp og 3uteriy togimhtIO

w goddedp but k— heyrt ’ys .ougdigm so hyrd it lezt zife it kimht 
shyfe the tybzeI This ’ys itI D reyz kissiogI Yo sikuzytiogsp go czyssE
rook drizzs,”ust kep the nezdp ygd styfes himh egoumh to ’i.e out 
egtire citiesI

WPou ’izz got be yzogepO -ryxis yddedp .yusigm ys the door szid o.eg 
behigd keI

w turgedI
Dgd lormot to breytheI
D kyg nzzed the door’y— zife y shydo’ broumht to zile,broyd 

shouzders begeyth y tyizored bzycf ”ycfetp dyrf hyir s’e.t bycfp y dy—Ms 
stubbze shyr.egigm yg yzreyd— nrk ”y’I Se cyrried y Guietp dexystytigm 
figd ol .resegce thyt didgMt geed to yggougce itsezl4 the yir seeked to 
shilt yrougd hikI Sis bro’g e—es s’e.t the rookp zygdigm og ke lor 
hyzl y secogdp ygd heyt cry’zed stryimht u. k— gecfI

WThis is Dmegt -rygtpO -ryxis syidI WPou ky— hyxe heyrd ol hikIO
Rho hasn’t…
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w strummzed to fee. k— lyce geutryzp  but the gyke yzoge cyrE
ried ’eimhtI Nozokog -rygt,zixigm zemegd ol the ymegc—I The kyg 
’ho hyd .uzzed o: ik.ossibze o.erytiogs ygd surxixed kissiogs thyt 
shouzd hyxe fizzed yg—oge ezseI wMd studied his debriels durigm tryigigmp 
tryced exer— zige ol his strytemies zife scri.tureI

“ut w hyd got eq.ected hik to beQ thisI Sygdsoke didgMt exeg 
coxer itI Se ’ys kymgetic ig y ’y— thyt kyde ke sezlEcogscious ygdp 
to k— irritytiogp y zittze yggo—edI

Se godded ogce ig k— directiogI WPouMre vogiGue…O
Sis xoice ’ys skooth but Aytp cyrr—igm geither ’yrkth gor kocfE

er—,”ust lyctI
WPesp sirIO
WHogMt cyzz ke sirIO Se crossed the rook ygd sygf igto the chyir 

o..osite ke ’ith y figd ol Guiet mryce thyt s.ofe ol cogtroz w couzdgMt 
Guite lythokI

-ryxisMs e—es Aicfed bet’eeg usp keysurigmp yssessigmI WReMre y’yre 
Dmegt -rygt isQ ’orfigm throumh .ersogyz kytterspO he syid cyreluzE
z—I WThis kissiog ’izz be begenciyz to both ol —ouI Se ’izz .roxide 
the eq.eriegce4 —ou ’izz .roxide lresh ydy.tybizit—I Tometherp w eq.ect 
successIO

w godded ymyigp lorcigm the koxekegt exeg thoumh k— curiosit— 
s.ifed hyrd yt those t’o ’ords,personal matters. Rhytexer the— 
keygtp w shoxed it do’gI Yot the tikeI Hengitez— got the tikeI 

-ryxis yctixyted ygother hozomry.hic screegp ygd the ikyme ol the 
Sky Serpent shikkered igto kotiog yboxe the tybze,szeef ziges ol 
steez mzidigm oxer sgo’Edregched .eyfsI

WDmegt Ntrygmep —ou ’izz .ose ys y himhEsociet— .yssegmerI -rygtp 
—ou ’izz ignztryte ys ogboyrd securit— sty:I Re beziexe ?e—ge ’izz kyfe 
his koxe ig the ?wj cyrIO
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The screeg shilted to y czoseEu. ol y .egdygtp yg ekeryzd ’igfigm 
yt its cegterI

WThispO -ryxis syidp Wis zifez— the cogtyigkegt xessezI wgtez summests 
itMs curregtz— ig the .ossessiog ol oge Vezege Drdryp y t’egt—E—eyrEozd 
sociyziteI Nhe is zifez— ugy’yre ol ’hyt sheMs cyrr—igmI Pour tysf6 secure 
the .ythomeg ygd geutryziae ?e—ge ’ithout igcidegtIO

WRithout igcidegtpO Nozokog re.eytedp his toge dr— ys desert sygdI
-ryxis didgMt skizeI WThe tryig de.yrts ig t’o hoursI -ood zucfIO
“yrgybys czeyred his throyt megtz—I WPouMzz ’ygt to re.ort to FuyrE

terkyster Nerxices belore —ou de.yrtI The—Mzz issue czothigmp toozsp 
’ey.ogs,exer—thigm —ouMzz geed lor the kissiogIO

w godded Guicfz—p reziexed yt the .rycticyzit— ol itp theg bzurtedp WHo 
w met y lur coytp too…O The ’ords escy.ed belore w couzd sto. thekp ygd 
w ’igcedp heyt rushigm igto k— cheefsI

“yrgybysMs e—es soltegedp y Aicfer ol ykusekegt breyfigm throumh 
his usuyzz— sozekg leyturesI WCgz— il —ou ysf gicez—IO

Lxeg NozokogMs kouth t’itchedp thoumh he hid it y secogd zyterI
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The kougtyig yir bit yt k— cheefs ys w ste..ed ogto the mzyss .zytlorkI 
Ngo’ mzittered ugder the stytiogMs zimhtsp ygd the szeef sizxer bod— ol 
the Sky Serpent stretched out zife y bzyde ymyigst the gimhtI

v—  mo’g,y  dee.  sy..hire  choseg  lor  ezemygce  ygd  koxeE
kegt,s’ished yrougd k— ygfzesI The lur coyt ’ys heyx— ygd ’yrkp 
thoumh w lezt zife y lryud dry.ed ig itI Ntizzp this ’ys k— nrst kissiogp 
ygd w hyd y leezigm wMd better met used to becokigm sokeoge ezseI D 
chykezeogp the—Md cyzzed it ig tryigigm,reyd— to shilt .ersogyzit— ygd 
tyctics yt y kokegtMs goticep or og the ’his.er ol y ’igdI
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w zilted k— chigp tr—igm to sukkog the cogndegce the roze deE
kygdedp ygd .resegted k— lormed igxitytiogI 

9rok k— eyr.iece cyke NozokogMs xoicep dee. ygd cyzk6 “Breathe, 
Monique. You’ll pass out before the mission even starts.”

WwMk breythigmpO w kutteredp ste..igm ogto the tryigI WQ .rolesE
siogyzz— ighyzigmIO

D zo’ chucfze szi..ed throumh the zige,shortp roumhp moge yzkost 
ys soog ys it cykeI “ut it segt y ”ozt throumh ke yzz the sykep shyr. ys 
the kougtyig yirI

The Sky Serpent .urred begeyth k— heezs ys w ste..ed igto the mrygd 
egtrygce cyrI Vr—styz chygdeziers s’y—ed zimhtz— yboxe .zush red cyrE
.etsp scytterigm zimht ycross .ozished bryss trikI Dt the lyr egdp y strigm 
Guyrtet .zy—edp their kusic ’eyxigm throumh the yirp bzegdigm ’ith the 
huk ol ’ezzEdressed .yssegmers chytterigm ybout ’igter estytes ygd 
xigtyme ’igesI

Posture straight. Shoulders back. Eyes ahead, but not too sharp. w 
couzd yzkost heyr k— igstructors drizzigm it igto keI Walk like you 
belong. Listen more than you speak.

w stryimhtegedp tr—igm to ekbod— exer— gote ol thyt tryigigmp but k— 
stokych stizz .erlorked bycfAi.sp zife it hydgMt motteg the kekoI

w didgMt hyxe to zoof lyr lor NozokogI
There he ’ys,Dmegt -rygt,dressed ig y tyizored bzycf ugilork 

’ith sizxer trikp y discreet bydme .igged oxer his heyrtI Se stood geyr 
the coyt checfp scyggigm muests ’ith yg eq.ressiog thyt bordered og 
boredp thoumh w couzd tezz his shyr. e—es kissed gothigmI Rheg his 
myae Aicfed brieA— to kep heyt threyteged to rise to k— cheefs ymyigI

Professional, w rekigded k—sezlI Professional and composed.
WPour ticfetp kydyk…O y ugilorked yttegdygt ysfedI
w hygded it oxer ’ith ’hyt w ho.ed ’ys y .rycticed skizep skoothigm 

k— xoice ugtiz it cyke out sizfEskoothI WCl courseIO
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Ds w mzided .ystp w cyumht Nozokog s.eyfigm soltz— igto his eyr.ieceI
“You’re clear, Monique. Keep walking. VIP car is three down.”
w resisted the urme to res.ogd yzoudI wgsteydp w zet k— myae drilt 

to’yrd the .yssigm ’igdo’sp t’itchigm k— zi.s ig the lyigtest ycE
fgo’zedmkegtI

Blend in. Flow with the crowd. Every step measured. Every glance 
accounted for. Thyt ’ys the zessogp ygd go’ it ’ysgMt theor—I This 
’ysgMt y sikuzytiog rook ’here the— erysed kistyfes yt the egd ol the 
dy—I The styfes ’ere reyzI Lxer— koxekegtp exer— breythp kytteredI 

The ?wj cyr ’ys y .yzyce ol mzyss ygd xezxetp ’ith .rixyte yzcoxes 
mzitterigm zife kigiyture throges lor the ’eyzthiest .yssegmersI w chose 
y seyt ’ith y .erlect xie’ ol the rookp zems crossedp .osture .oised 
eqyctz— the ’y— tryigigm dictytedI

wt didgMt tyfe zogm to s.ot the .egdygt,yg ekeryzd teyrdro. mzigtE
igm og the bosok ol y —ougm brugette sociyziteI Vezege DrdryI Nhe 
zyumhed too zoudz— yt her cok.ygiogMs ”ofesp yzz brimht skizes ygd 
gerxous egerm—p czeyrz— ugused to such eqtryxymygt yttegtiogI

Nhe hyd go ideyI
D solt chike buaaed ig k— eyrI
“Target confirmed. You’re eyes-on?” NozokogMs xoice ’ys steyd—p zo’p 

cuttigm throumh the huk ol chytterI
Ww see itpO w kurkured ugder k— breythp zettigm k— zi.s byrez— koxeI 

WDgdQ sheMs t’irzigm it yrougd zife itMs y .yrt— tricfI w leez zife ’e 
shouzd bubbzeE’ry. herIO

D zo’ huk ol ykusekegt xibryted bycf throumh the zigeI
“Stay put. I’ll sweep the train for Veyne.”
The chyggez czicfed Guietp zeyxigm ke ’ith gothigm but the kusic 

ygd zyumhter yrougd keI v— skize sty—ed nqedp but k— heyrt ficfed 
hyrderI Tryigigm ’ys blend in, hold your cover, but suddegz— the rook 
lezt too brimhtp too shyr.p ygd w ’ys .yigluzz— y’yre w ’ys og k— o’gI
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w didgMt ’ygt to ”ust sit there zoofigm decorytixep but the o..ortuE
git— .resegted itsezl ’heg VezegeMs cok.ygiog rose ygd ’ygdered o: 
to’yrd the byrI 9or y kokegt she zoofed reyd— to stygd ys ’ezzp theg 
hesityted ygd dro..ed bycf igto her seytI

w zeyged igp seiaigm the kokegtI WRh— dogMt —ou ”oig ke…O w ysfed 
zimhtz—p zettigm k— xoice cyrr— ”ust the rimht touch ol ’yrkthI Ww hyte 
these tri.s ’ithout cogxersytiogIO

Nhe skizedp reziexedp ygd szid igto the chyir ycross lrok keI WVezege 
DrdrypO she syid brimhtz—I

WDkyry Hez—ggpO w re.ziedp o:erigm the gyke .rigted og k— lyzse 
idegtincytiogp cyreluz to zet it rozz o: k— togmue ys il wMd ’org it yzz k— 
zileI

Re szi..ed eysiz— igto chytter,czothesp tryxezp the ridicuzousgess ol 
zuqur— kegusI Nhe ’ys —ougmp eymer to tyzfp ygd thyt kyde it sik.ze 
egoumh to fee. her distryctedI

Dt the rimht kokegtp w zet k— e—es Aicf to the ekeryzd .egdygtI 
WThytMs beyutiluzpO w syidp ydkirytiog solt ig k— togeI WRherexer did 
—ou met it…O

Ser ngmers brushed the stogeI WD miltI D k—sterious kyg .ressed 
it igto k— hygd yt y .yrt— zyst ’eefI Nyid it suited keIO Nhe mimmzedp 
t’irzigm it ogce belore zettigm it lyzz bycf ymyigst her chestI

“elore w couzd .ress lurtherp her cok.ygiog returgedp ygd Vezege 
eqcused hersezl ’ith ygother skizep driltigm bycf to her yzcoxeI

w syt stryimhterp the ’eimht ol her ’ords .ressigm hyrder thyg the lur 
coyt og k— shouzdersI Mysterious man. w didgMt geed Nozokog ig k— 
eyr to fgo’ ’hyt thyt keygtI

Syzl yg hour szid b— ig ezemygt discoklortI w .retegded to si. 
chyk.ymgep zettigm the bubbzes touch k— zi.s but gexer s’yzzo’igmp 
yzz ’hize ygmzigm k— eyrs to’yrd geyrb— cogxersytiogsI Lxer— creyf ol 
the tryigp exer— czigf ol y mzyssp set k— heyrt thuk.igm zife yg yzyrkI
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w couzdgMt shyfe the leezigm ol beigm ’ytchedI Dgd ’heg w ngyzz— 
dyred y mzygce u.p there he ’ys,Nozokog,ycross the rookp zeygigm 
cysuyzz— ymyigst the ’yzzI Se zoofed yzkost detychedp but his e—es ’ere 
ryaor shyr.p s’ee.igm exer— corgerp exer— shydo’I

9or y heyrtbeytp our e—es ketI
w resisted the dygmerous urme to skizeI wgsteydp w reyched igto k— 

.urse ygd Ai..ed o.eg k— cok.yctp .retegdigm to u.dyte k— kyfeE
u.I Blend in. Don’t draw attention. Always give them a reason for the 
glance.

The igtercok crycfzedp ygd the tryig myxe y suddeg zurchp .zugmigm 
us lor’yrd yt breyfgecf s.eed igto the Drysxeg vougtyigsI
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wMd ”ust rezyqed igto the rh—thk ol chyk.ymge mzysses ygd strigm kusic 
’heg y ugilorked yttegdygt zigmered y le’ ste.s y’y—p his e—es gyrE
ro’igm og the igxitytiog wMd yzreyd— hygded oxerI Se zoofed ymyig yt 
kep theg bycf yt the kygilest og his tybzetp zi.s timhtegigmI

Wjyrdog kep kydykpO he syidp edmigm czoserI Wvy— w see —our ticfet 
ymyig…O

v— .uzse stukbzedI Stay calm. Breathe. Smile. Tryigigm ’his.ered 
throumh k— heydp but theor— di:ered lrok hyxigm his sus.iciog yiked 
sGuyrez— yt keI

w tizted k— chigp zettigm y touch ol ik.ytiegce igto k— togeI W3eE
yzz—… Dmyig… w thoumht this ’ys y zuqur— tryigp got y courtrookIO w 
zyumhed zimhtz— ygd szid the lozded cyrd ycrossp cyreluz got to mri. it too 
timhtz—I Wjerhy.s —ou shouzd doubzeEchecf exer—oge ezse ys ’ezz,wMd 
hyte to be sigmzed outIO
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The yttegdygt bzigfedp sur.rised b— k— suddeg cogndegceI Se 
mzygced yt the cyrdp scygged it ymyigp ygd his .osture shiltedI Wv— 
y.ozomiesp kydykI Lg”o— —our exegigmIO

w myxe hik y mrycious skize ys w tucfed the ticfet y’y—I Cgz— ’heg he 
’yzfed o: did w zet out the breyth wMd beeg hozdigmp k— ngmers tigmzigm 
’ith zeltoxer gerxesI

Improvisation,  w  rekigded  k—sezlp  tr—igm  to  szo’  k—  heyrtI 
Chameleon. Blend in, adapt, move forward.

D solt chike buaaed ig k— eyrI
“Not  bad,  Monique,”  NozokogMs  xoice  kurkuredp  zo’  ygd 

skoothI “But next time, don’t let him see you hesitate.”
Seyt cre.t u. k— gecfp thoumh w fe.t k— eq.ressiog serege lor 

yg—oge stizz ’ytchigmI Of course he noticed. Se yz’y—s goticedI
VezegeMs zyumhter rygm out lrok her yzcoxep brimht ygd too eymerI 

Nhe zeyged lor’yrdp t’irzigm the ekeryzd .egdygt bet’eeg her ngmers 
ys thoumh it ’ere y to— igsteyd ol y ’ey.og ’yitigm to hy..egI

WwsgMt it eqGuisite…O Nhe mushed to the ozder megtzekyg seyted beside 
herp tiztigm the ”e’ez to’yrd hik so the mreeg zimht dygced ycross his 
lyceI Se zeyged czoserp czeyrz— kore igterested ig the s.yrfze,ygd ig 
her gecfzige,thyg ig .ozite cogxersytiogI

v— stokych fgottedI Don’t draw attention to it. Don’t pass it 
around. “ut Vezege ’ys yzreyd— szidigm the chyig igto his hygdsp zetE
tigm hik zilt the .egdygt lor y better zoofI

w geyrz— chofed og k— chyk.ymgeI wl she hygded it o:,or ’orsep 
il he .ocfeted it,?e—ge ’ouzdgMt exeg geed to kyfe his koxeI The 
.riae ’ouzd Aoyt cysuyzz— bet’eeg cocftyizs ygd cyrd mykesI

w lorced k—sezl to skizep ygmzigm k— cok.yct kirror ”ust sop .reE
tegdigm to touch u. k— zi.sticf ’hize fee.igm the gecfzyce ig simhtI 
Stay calm. Stay composed. Eyes on the target.
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“ut y cozd threyd ol leyr ’ougd throumh keI The .ythomeg couzd 
chygme hygds belore ?e—ge exeg sets loot ig this cyrI 

“Monique.” NozokogMs xoice crycfzed ig k— eyrp cris. ygd AytI 
“Status.”

WwMxe mot e—es og the .egdygtpO w ’his.eredp cyreluz got to koxe k— 
zi.sI WwtMs,sheMs,sho’igm it o: zife y .yrt— lyxorIO

D beyt ol sizegceI Theg his xoicep steyd— ys stoge6 “Hold position. 
Don’t spook her. Report if it changes hands.”

Thyt ’ys itI VzigicyzI LKciegtI Uife w ’ys gothigm kore thyg ygE
other set ol e—es ig the nezdI

w lorced y skize lor yg—oge mzygcigm k— ’y— ygd ygmzed k— cok.yct 
kirror ymyigI Cold, dismissive. w fge’ he ’ys ogz— locusedI Ntizzp k— 
chest timhtegedI To hikp this ’ys y kissiogI To kep it ’ys y kisE
siog,’ith hikI 

777

w fe.t k— .osture ezemygtp chyk.ymge mzyss .oisedp doigm k— best 
to xygish igto the mzitter ol the cyrI Vezegep .redictybz—p drilted bycf 
to’yrd ke ogce her cok.ygiog turged y’y—p eymer lor cogxersytiogI

WwtMs terribz— duzzp dogMt —ou thigf…O she simhedp t’istigm the .egE
dygt ymyig zife it ’ys gothigmI Wv— lyther sy—s these tri.s yre ikE
.ortygt lor get’orfigmp but hogestz—p the loodMs the ogz— redeekigm 
leytureIO

w zet out y .ozite zyumh4 the figd drizzed igto ke durigm tryigigmI 
Blend in, listen more than you speak. WThe kegu is ik.ressixepO w 
ymreed skoothz—p e—es Aicfigm to the ekeryzd ’ithout betry—igm the 
tegsiog coizigm ig k— chestI
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“Update.” NozokogMs xoice cut igto k— eyrp czi..ed ygd .rolesE
siogyzI

WTyrmet stizz ig .ossessiogpO w kurkured soltz—p zi.s brushigm the 
rik ol the mzyssI WNheMs Ayugtigm itp but it hysgMt chygmed hygdsIO

WVo.—I vyigtyig coxerIO Thyt ’ys yzz,go ’yrkthp go reyssurygceI 
Lust igstructiogsI

w s’yzzo’ed the .ricfze ol disy..oigtkegt ygd Ayshed Vezege ygE
other .ozite skizeI Professional, Monique. He’s doing his job. So should 
you.

Ntytic buaaed lyigtz— ig k— eyr.iecep theg NozokogMs xoice cyke 
throumh,steyd—p ugshyfegI “ut sokethigm ’ys ’rogm ’ith the 
cokksI

“Monique. Status.”
w s’yzzo’edp fee.igm k— eq.ressiog cyzk lor yg—oge ’ytchigmI 

WNtizz ig .ositiogI TyrmetMs secureIO v— xoice sougded steydier thyg w 
leztI

“Good. Stay put. Don’t draw attention.”
Thyt ’ys itI Yo coklortp go soltgessp ”ust the syke czi..ed yuthorE

it— ys beloreI
w tozd k—sezl it ’ys nge,thyt this ’ys ’ho he ’ysp ’ho he hyd to 

beI Petp y zittze .iece ol ke yched lor sokethigm koreI 9or hik to sy— 
you’re doing fine. 9or hik to sougd zife he sy’ kep got ”ust the kissiogI

w stryimhteged k— shouzdersp .zystered og ygother cyzk skize lor the 
cyrp ygd zet the thoumht moI jrolessiogyzI Dz’y—s .rolessiogyzI 

The kigutes drymmedp stretched thigI “e—ogd the ’igdo’sp ”ymmed 
.eyfs zookedp mhostz— ’hite ig the koogzimhtI 

v— cokk crycfzed ’ith styticI NozokogMs xoice hyd beeg shyr. y 
kokegt ymop but go’ it dissozxed igto myrbzed lrymkegts w couzdgMt 
.iece tometherI w .ressed y ngmer to k— eyrp stryigigm to cytch yg—thigm 
coheregtI Yothigm but brofeg s—zzybzes ygd stytic hissI
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Vut o:I
v— skize sty—ed nqed lor the begent ol the surrougdigm .yssegmersp 

but igside the fgot ig k— stokych timhtegedI Yo simgyz keygt go 
ygchorI w ’ys og k— o’gI

Thyt ’ys ’heg w goticed y koxekegt geyr the lyr yzcoxeI D 
kyg,got sty:p got y .yssegmer wMd seeg belore,szid igto the cyrI Sis 
coyt ’ys eq.egsixe egoumh to .yssp but the ’y— his e—es scygged the 
rook ’ysgMt cysuyzI The— zygded igexitybz— og the ekeryzd yrougd 
Vezege DrdryMs gecfI

v— heyrt sfi..edI Rys it ?e—ge… Cr oge ol his .eo.ze… The kyg 
didgMt zoof the ikyme -ryxis hyd sho’g kep so w yssuked he ’ys oge 
ol ?e—geMs scouts or sokeoge ’ho zifed ekeryzd .egdygts yrougd the 
gecfs ol gyMxep .rett— —ougm ’okegI

w fe.t k— .osture .oisedp mzyss ig hygdp exeg ys the yir ig the 
cyr seeked to thicfegI jyssegmers kutteredp yttegdygts ’his.ered 
igto their zigfsp ygd the chygdeziers s’y—ed oxerheyd ’ith exer— lyigt 
trekor lrok the kougtyigsI

This kyg drilted to’yrd VezegeMs yzcoxe ’ith yg eyse thyt lezt 
.rycticedp zeygigm do’g to kurkur sokethigm thyt kyde her zyumhI 
Too Guicfz—p too trustigmI Nhe zilted the ekeryzd .egdygt bet’eeg her 
ngmers ys il to sho’ hikp ygd k— stokych t’isted hyrdI

No. Not now.
v— cokk hissed ’ith gothigm but styticI Yo Nozokogp go cyzk 

igstructiogp go ygchorI Lust keI 
This ’ys his chygceI Dgd il w hesitytedp the .ythomeg couzd xygish 

igto the chyos belore w exeg bzigfedI 
The strygmer zeyged czoser to Vezegep his skize .ozitep his xoice zo’ 

egoumh w couzdgMt cytch the ’ordsI “ut w didgMt geed toI Sis e—es 
’eregMt og her lyceI Sis e—es nqed og the ekeryzd yt her throytI

v— ngmers timhteged yrougd the stek ol k— chyk.ymge AuteI
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Ntytic  naaed  ig  k—  eyrp  theg  NozokogMs  xoice  brofe 
throumh,shyr.p lrycturedI “…hold position… don’t spook her… repeat, 
hold—“ The rest dissozxed igto myrbzed goiseI

w lroaep .uzse hykkerigmI Orders are orders. Don’t move. Don’t 
draw attention.

“ut theg Vezege zyumhedp ti..igm her heyd bycfp ygd the .egdygt 
s’ugm lree zife byit ig the ’yterI The kygMs hygd drilted to’yrd 
it,cysuyzp .rycticedp y nsherkyg ’yitigm lor the tumI

If I wait, it’s gone.
v— tryigigm screyked oge thigm4 k— igstigcts screyked ygotherI 

v— throyt lezt dr— ys yshI Nozokog ’ysgMt hereI The cokks ’ere 
breyfigm y.yrtI wt ’ys ”ust keI

Dgd il w hesitytedp the .ythomeg ’ouzd ’yzf rimht out ol this cyr 
belore ?e—ge exeg sho’ed his lyceI

w rose lrok k— chyir ’ith ’hyt w ho.ed ’ys e:ortzess mrycep the 
skize stizz lroaeg og k— zi.sI The strygmerMs hygd hoxeredp ngmers 
yzkost brushigm the ekeryzdI Too czoseI

WVezegep dyrzigmpO w bemygp ziltigm k— mzyss ig y zittze toyst,ygd zet 
it ti.I

Vhyk.ymge s.zyshed do’g the kygMs szeexe ygd ycross his eqE
.egsixe coytI Se ”erfed bycf ’ith y cursep .yttigm lrygticyzz— yt the 
s.reydigm styigI -ys.s ygd zyumhter ri..zed yrougd us ys .yssegmers 
turged to ’ytchI

WCh heyxegsp wMk so terribz— czuks—NO w criedp reychigm lor’yrd ys 
il to dyb yt hik ’ith y gy.figI v— other hygd szid lyst ygd certyigp 
.zucfigm the ekeryzd .egdygt czeygz— lrok his distrycted mri.I

Vezege mimmzed behigd her hygdp hyzlEy.ozomiaigm lor kep hyzl egE
”o—igm the s.ectyczeI WNheMs ho.ezesspO she tozd the kygp ’ho ’ys 
kutterigm dyrfz— yt the kessI
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“— the tike yg—oge zoofed ymyigp the gecfzyce ’ys bycf ’here it 
bezogmedp dygmzigm sylez— ymyigst her chestI

w sygf igto k— seytp cheefs hotp heyrt hykkerigmI Rookie move. 
Absolutely rookie. “ut it ’orfedp ygd the kyg zelt the cyr ig y hu:I 
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Vr—styz chygdeziers s’y—ed megtz— ys the Nf— Ner.egt mzided throumh 
the kougtyigsI Uyumhter rose oxer the .ozished gotes ol the strigm 
Guyrtetp chyk.ymge mzysses czigfedp ygd the solt rh—thk ol cogxerE
sytiog nzzed the zuqur— cyrI Lxeg the stork outside lezt lyr y’y—p shut 
out b— xezxet curtyigs ygd the huk ol the egmigeI

Theg the ’orzd zurchedI
The bryfes shriefedI The chygdeziers cryshed ymyigst their chyigsI 

Vr—styz Autes shyttered ys .yssegmers .itched lor’yrdp tukbzigm oxer 
tybzes ygd igto oge ygotherI  jygic ri..zed throumh the cyr ys yttegE
dygts rushed to cyzk .eo.zep their xoices stryigigm to sougd reyssurigmI

Nokeoge screykedI
Nteyk hissed igto the cyrp curzigm zife skofeI The GuyrtetMs igstruE

kegts czyttered to the Aoor ig y discordygt ’yizp ygd lor y kokegt 
.ygic ri..zed throumh the cro’dI ?oices shouted oxer oge ygotherp 
lrimhtegedp ygmr—p dekygdigm ygs’ersI

Dgd theg,the s.eyfers crycfzedI
W-ood exegigmp .yssegmersIO The xoice ’ys skoothp cyzkp too 

cyzkI Ww remret igterru.tigm —our nge ”ourge—p but igtroductiogs yre 
ig orderI Dg yxyzygche bzocfed the trycf yheydI Yo geed lor yzyrkI 
The cogductor isQ other’ise occu.iedI v— gyke is HrI Ueor ?e—geIO
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D ri..ze ol coglusiog s.reyd throumh the cyrI jeo.ze zeyged to’yrd 
oge ygotherp ’his.erigmI The strigm Guyrtet hyd moge sizegtp bo’s 
lroaeg kidEyirI

w hyxe busigess to cogductI Cge ol —ou I I IW his xoice shyr.egedp 
’ith the lyigtest edme ol y skize begeyth itp W I I I is ’eyrigm k— kerE
chygdiseIO

v— e—es shot bycf to Vezegep ’ho syt sti: ygd .yzep her hygd risigm 
ugcogsciousz— to the ekeryzd yt her throytI

WHogMt zoof so lrimhtegedp k— deyrpO ?e—ge syidp ys thoumh s.eyfE
igm directz— to herI WPou ’ere sik.z—Q choseg to cyrr— itI Vogsider it 
yg hogorIO 

w timhteged k— mri. og the chyk.ymge Autep lorcigm k—sezl to 
sit tyzzp to skize lyigtz—p to be gothigm kore thyg ygother .yssegE
mer ’eytherigm y suddeg sto.I wgside thoumhp k— heyrt hykkeredI 
Avalanche. We’re stuck. And Veyne… this is exactly when he’ll make his 
move. 

The zimhts stizz trekbzed lrok the suddeg sto. ’heg the igtercok 
crycfzed to zile ogce ymyigI “Ladies and gentlemen, remain calm. We 
won’t be long. Security staff, stand down. If something blocks my signal, 
I will shatter the emerald, and the pathogen will bloom in every corner 
of this train.”

-ys.s ri..zed throumh the .yssegmersp lozzo’ed b— y terrined siE
zegceI v— chest cogstricted ys the xoice cogtiguedp deziberyte ygd 
ughurriedI

“This train runs on sealed ventilation. I’ve rigged the valves. One 
command, and the pathogen will ride the air like smoke. No survivors.”

w turged to’yrd the .rixyc— yzcoxe ”ust ig tike to see Vezege —ygfed 
bycf igto her seyt b— the soEcyzzed ste’yrdp go’ czeyrz— go ste’yrd 
yt yzzI The ekeryzd .egdygt mzigted ymyigst her trekbzigm chestI The 
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.rixyc— screeg bet’eeg yzcoxes hyd shyttered ig the chyosp zeyxigm ke 
y gyrro’ zige ol simht igto the rook ’here she syt lroaegI

WNozokogpO w ’his.eredp heyrt szykkigmI WSeMs mot herI SeMs mot 
the .egdygt4 heMs threytegigm to breyf itIO

D hygd touched k— yrkp mrougdigm keI Nozokog ’ys suddegz— 
therep dyrf ugilork streyfed ’ith dust lrok the suddeg sto.I Se 
zeyged ig czosep e—es shyr.p xoice zo’ egoumh lor ogz— keI

W“reythep vogiGueIO
w s’yzzo’ed hyrdI WRe cygMt ”ust ’yit,heMzz do it,W
Sis myae Aicfed to the yzcoxep reydigm the situytiog ig y sigE

mze mzygceI 9or y heyrtbeytp sokethigm ugreydybze .yssed oxer his 
lyce,theg he kysfed it ’ith steezI

WRe do this skyrtpO he syidp czi..ed ygd certyigI WCge ’rogm koxe 
ygd ’e fizz exer—oge og this tryigIO

v— throyt timhtegedp torg bet’eeg the urme to yct ygd the bitter 
truth ig his ’ordsI The .egdygt mzeyked ig the strygmerMs mri.p ygd 
VezegeMs e—es ’ere ’idep brikkigm ’ith terrorI

NozokogMs e—es s’e.t the shyttered .rixyc— screegp cyzcuzytigm ygE
mzes w couzdgMt seeI WSeMs rimmed kore thyg the .egdygtpO he kurE
kuredI W-ys xyzxesp ky—be eq.zosixesI wMzz mo ugder the tryigp tryce the 
’irigmp met czose to the ?wj cyr lrok bezo’IO

v— .uzse ficfed hyrderI WDgd ke…O
Se studied ke lor y kokegtp ugreydybzeI Ngo’ s’irzed ig throumh 

y crycf ig the yzcoxeMs ’igdo’p stigmigm k— cheefsI 9igyzz—p he syidp 
WThe roolI PouMzz czikb u. ig the stork ygd dro. do’g yt the reyr 
eqitI Rheg heMs distryctedp ’e koxe tometherIO

The ’ord we  steydied kep exeg ys k— stokych t’isted yt the 
thoumht ol scrykbzigm ycross the rool ig this ’eytherI w goddedp fee.E
igm k— xoice cyzkI WRe dogMt yct ugtiz ’e hyxe e—es og ?e—ge ygd the 
.egdygtIO
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WVorrectIO Se yd”usted the cokk ig his eyrp yzreyd— szi..igm igto 
kotiogI

Dlter y kokegtp y burst ol stytic hissedp theg his xoice cut throumh 
k— zigep zo’ ygd yzkost ykused6 “Still breathing, Monique?”

w couzdgMt hez. itI v— zi.s curxedI WNtizz .rolessiogyzz— ighyzigmIO
9or y heyrtbeytp sizegcep ygd theg y brielp roumh zyumhp moge ys 

Guicfz— ys it cykeI
D Aicfer ol ’yrkth zit throumh keI Theg the chyggez czicfed Guietp 

ygd ’e koxedI
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The ’igd hit ke zife y szy. the kokegt w crycfed o.eg the ekerE
megc— hytch ygd hyuzed k—sezl ogto the roolI Ngo’ zyshed k— lyce ig 
horiaogtyz sheetsp stigmigm zife geedzesp ’hize ic— musts czy’ed yt k— 
mo’gI wMd stri..ed do’g to the bzycf therkyz kissiog suit ”ust belore 
czikbigm outp but it did zittze ymyigst the kougtyig cozd royrigm oxer 
the Sky Serpent’s szeef eqteriorI

WvogiGuepO NozokogMs xoice cyke throumh k— eyr.iecep zo’ ygd 
steyd— ymyigst the ho’z ol the storkI WPouMre sure ybout this route…O

w crouched zo’p boots cytchigm the thig tryctiog ziges etched yzogm 
the roolI v— teeth czegched ymyigst the stigm ol the ’igdI W2gzess 
—ouMd ryther tryde .zyces ’ith ke og this roolto. rug’y—p —esI This is 
the best ygmzeI w cyg dro. ig behigd the reyr doorIO

D .yusep nzzed ogz— ’ith stytic ygd the royr ol the myzeI Theg his 
xoice ymyigp solterp cyrr—igm sokethigm w couzdgMt Guite gykeI

WPou dogMt hyxe to .roxe yg—thigmIO
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The ’ords cyumht ke o: muyrdp ’yrkigm ke kore thyg the therE
kyz suit exer couzdI w .ressed k— bod— czoser to the rooAigep heyrt 
thuddigmI Maybe not. But I have to prove it to myself.

Sis ’ords sto..ed ke lor hyzl y breythI He thinks I’m showing off?
WYopO w syid nrkz—p breyth lrostigm ig the yirI WwMk ”ust doigm the 

”obp ’hyt —ou ysfed ke to doIO
Dgother .yuseI
WVo.— thytIO
Theg the zige ’egt GuietI
w .ushed lor’yrdp crouched zo’p oge hygd steyd—igm k—sezl og the 

ic— rool ridmep the other mri..igm the sideyrk hozstered yt k— thimhI 
The ’igd screyked .ystp tummigm yt ke ’ith exer— ste.p but w fe.t 
koxigmI

“ezo’p the ?wj cyr mzo’ed ’ith ’yrk mozdeg zimhtp y mozdeg 
cocoog ymyigst the storkI Throumh the xegtsp kuOed xoices rose ygd 
lezz,the czigf ol mzyssesp gerxous zyumhter thyt didgMt reych the heyrtI 
Noke’here ig thyt cyrp HrI Ueor ?e—ge ’ys .re.yrigm to ugzeysh y 
gimhtkyreI

No pressure, w thoumht mrikz—p lorcigm k— locus lor’yrdI None at 
all. 

The  stork  royred  yrougd  kep  dro’gigm  out  yzkost  exer—E
thigm,eqce.t his xoiceI

“I’m under the train, moving toward the VIP car. The maintenance 
lattice is intact. Ice is bad, but I can crawl it.”

w .ressed k—sezl zo’er ymyigst the rooAigep stryigigm to heyr hik 
throumh the styticI

D .yusep theg his xoice ymyigp mrikker this tikeI “Veyne’s been here. 
The cogtroz box is rewired—sloppy, but lethal. Fail-safe confirms it. If 
the pendant’s cracked or I cut the wrong line, vents flood the whole train. 
Aerosolized.”
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D chizz fgiled dee.er thyg the sgo’I So it’s real. One wrong move 
and everyone in here is gone.

Se fe—ed his kic ymyigI “The train is rigged. We’ll only get one 
chance at this. You in position?”

w timhteged k— mri. og the ic— ridmep breyth rymmedI WwMk yt the reyr 
doorI -ixe ke the ’ordIO

NizegceI w ikymiged hik ugder therep crouched ig the shydo’sp ngE
mers hoxerigm oxer the ’iresI Se ’ysgMt y kyg ’ho hesityted ’ithout 
cyuseI

9igyzz—6 “On my mark.”
The zige ’egt deyd sizegtI Lust the ’igdp the .ougdigm ol k— .uzsep 

ygd the mzo’ ol the cyr begeyth keI
w reyched the zi. ol the reyr door’y—p crouchigm zo’ ymyigst the 

’igdI Throumh the bexezed mzyssp w sy’ Vezege Drdry,terrined but 
yzixe,.erched rimidz— og y xezxet begchI ?e—ge zooked geyrb—p y skyzz 
dexice mzo’igm ig his .yzkI

The .egdygt yt VezegeMs throyt .uzsed lyigtz— mreegI
WNozokogpO she ’his.eredp breyth kistigmp Wthe s—stekMs yrkedI 

SeMs reyd— to trimmerIO
WVo.—I Pou dro. og k— kyrfI wMzz breych lrok bezo’IO
Ser heyrt thuddedI Nhe goddedp thoumh he couzdgMt seeI
D breythI The stork ho’zedI
Theg his xoicep zo’ ygd shyr.6 “Now.”
The reyr door shyttered ig’yrd ys w dro..ed lrok yboxep boots 

szykkigm ogto the xezxet AoorI D Aysh chyrme burst ’hite ycross the 
cybigp dyaazigm ”ust zogm egoumh to stymmer the rookI

?e—ge s.ugp ri..igm the .egdygt lrok VezegeMs gecf ’ith oge 
hygd ygd sgy..igm y .istoz u. ’ith the otherI WHogMt koxeNO

w doxep y rougd crycf .yssigm k— eyrp eq.zodigm y bottze behigd ke 
ig y s.ry— ol mzyss ygd chyk.ymgeI
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The Aoor eru.tedI Nozokog rose throumh skofe ygd s.zigters zife 
y .hygtok ol ’yrI wg oge kotiogp he tore the .istoz lrok ?e—geMs mri. 
ygd droxe yg ezbo’ igto his chestp Aigmigm the doctor ycross the tybzeI

vogiGue scrykbzed to her leetp ’ey.og zexezedI Vezege syt lroaeg 
og the begchp teyrs streyfigm her cheefsI

The .egdygt,the bio’ey.og,zy— bet’eeg thekp cysigm crycfedp 
.uzsigm lyigt mreegI

WHo got koxeNO Nozokog byrfedI
?e—ge czy’ed to’yrd it yg—’y—p kydgess t’istigm his leyturesIWwl w 

cygMt sezz itpO he s.ytp W—ouMzz yzz die ’ith itNO
w zyugched lor’yrdp szidigm ycross the cyr.etI v— hygd czosed 

yrougd the .egdygt yg igstygt belore hisI Seyt seyred k— .yzkp y sicfE
egigm ticfEticfEticf xibrytigm u. throumh k— bogesI WVogtyigkegt 
cy.suze,YCRNO

Nozokog sgy..ed y sizxer c—zigder lrok his bezt ygd tossed it ycross 
the rookI w cyumht itp geyrz— lukbzigm ig k— .ygicp ygd szykked the 
.egdygt igsideI v— ngmers t’isted the cy. timhtI

9or t’o heyrtbeytsp gothigmI
Theg,czicfI The mzo’ diedI
The sizegce thyt lozzo’ed royred zouder thyg the stork outsideI
Ngo’E’eimhted Guiet .ressed do’g og usI ?e—ge szuk.edp mys.igmp 

ugtiz Nozokog ’regched his yrks behigd his bycf ygd zocfed the cu:s 
ig oge skoothp kercizess kotiogI

v— yrks trekbzed ys w rosep the cogtyigkegt cy.suze czutched to 
k— chest zife it ’ys kyde ol mzyss,gop ’orsep zife it ’ys kyde ol muiztI

Wws it oxer…O VezegeMs xoice ’ys y brofeg ’his.erI
w zoofed to NozokogI Sis myae Aicfed lrok the seyzed c—zigder to 

keI Sis ”y’ timhtegedI WwtMs oxerpO he syidI
“ut the ’y— he syid it kyde the yir cozder thyg beloreI
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The Nf— Ner.egt shuddered ys its bryfes screechedp steyk xegtigm igto 
the lreeaigm yirI w bryced k—sezl ymyigst the seyt ys the zuqur— cyrs 
szo’ed to y hyzt og the gyrro’ stretch ol kougtyig trycfI

-uyrds herded us igto the cegtryz cyr ’ithig kigutesI The .ysE
segmers czugm to bzygfetsp shyfeg but yzixep ’hize the cre’ tried to 
restore orderI Vezege Drdry dybbed dezicytez— yt her zi. ’ith y sizf 
hygdferchielp her ’ide e—es gexer zeyxigm NozokogI

WvrI -rygtpO she .urredp her xoice trekbzigm ”ust egoumh to sougd 
drykyticI WPou syxed us yzzI w sik.z— kust bu— —ou y drigf ’heg ’eMre 
bycf ig jort wzxegyIO

Nozokog .ressed yg ice .ycf ymyigst his ”y’p ugreydybze ys exerI 
WD..reciyte the o:erp but goIO

The zoof og her lyce geyrz— kyde ke zyumhI Yeyrz—I
The tryigMs horg ’yized ys the s—steks s.uttered bycf ogzigeI CutE

sidep sgo’ s’irzed ig the eyrz— dy’gp ygd lyr do’g the xyzze— w s.otted 
y skyzz yeriyz sfi: y..roychigm,zocyz yuthorities yt zystI

w tummed k— lur coyt timhter ygd mzygced yt NozokogI Sis ”ycfet 
’ys ruigedp the cris. ziges shredded b— lrostp bzoodp ygd cokbytI Dgd 
stizz,he zoofed uglyirz— moodI WPou fgo’pO w syidp Wlor yzz thyt drykyp 
—ou ’ore the hezz out ol thyt outntIO

Se myxe ke y bzygf zoofI WYeqt tikep —ouMre the securit— cre’IO
D sgort escy.ed belore w couzd sto. itI WHeyzI w zoof better ig bzycf 

ygd ’hitep yg—’y—I w ”ust cygMt Guite see —ou ys y sociyziteIO
The sfi: descegded ig y ’ysh ol ’igd ygd steykI vedics ygd 

oKcers s.izzed outp tyfigm custod— ol the .yssegmersI -uyrds hyuzed 
?e—ge y’y— ig cu:s ys he stizz ryxed ybout ’ysted megiusI The— 
’ry..ed Vezege ig ygother bzygfet ygd s’e.t her o: the .zytlork 
’hize she stizz sgucf bycf’yrd mzygces yt NozokogI
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w sty—ed beside hik ys the chyos ebbedI The kougtyigs rose shyr. 
ygd ’hite yrougd usp the korgigm sug cuttigm throumh the kistI

9or the nrst tike yzz gimhtp w zet out y zogm breythI Wvissiog yccokE
.zishedpO w ’his.eredI

Se didgMt ygs’erI Sis myae sty—ed nqed og the horiaogI
Uocyz yuthorities ygd kedics s’iltz— oOoyded ygd escorted the Nf— 

Ner.egtMs .yssegmersI
w stood ”ust be—ogd the trycfsp the cris. korgigm yir bitigm yt k— 

cheefsI The ydregyzige hyd ngyzz— burged o:p zeyxigm y heyx— ’eimht 
ig k— chest thyt hydgMt beeg there beloreI

Nozokog ste..ed u. beside kep sizegtI
w mzygced yt hikI Se ’ys go’ bygdymed og the side ol his lycep ygd 

his hygd cyrried the therkyz cyse cogtyigigm the seyzed bio’ey.ogI Sis 
eq.ressiog ’ys ugreydybze ys yz’y—s,but there ’ys sokethigm solter 
ig the ziges ol his ”y’I

Re stood zife thyt lor y zogm kokegtp ’ytchigm the kist curz u. 
lrok the kougtyigsI

9igyzz—p w syidp WNoI Thyt ’ys k— nrst kissiogIO
Se myxe the lyigtest godI WPou did kore thyg ’ezzIO
w shrummedp tr—igm to dismuise the Aicfer ol ho.e risigm ig k— chestI 

WVouzdMxe doge ’ithout the roolto. lrostbiteIO
Nokethigm escy.ed hik,y breythp got Guite y zyumh but czose 

egoumh thyt it kyde ke ’ygt to skizeI
w turged to’yrd hik luzz—I Wvy—be —ou didgMt ’ygt to be hereI 

vy—be w ’ysgMt ’hyt —ou ’ygted lor y .yrtgerI “ut,thygf —ouI 9or 
trustigm keI 9or gotQ treytigm ke zife y roofieIO

9or y kokegtp he ”ust styred yt keI Thegp ’ith y tegsiog w lezt kore 
thyg sy’p Nozokog ste..ed lor’yrd ygd .uzzed ke igto y humI

wt ’ysgMt timhtI wt ’ysgMt reheyrsedI Lust oge Guietp steyd— kokegt 
ol ’yrkth ig the kiddze ol cozdp sterize exer—thigmI Sis yrks zigmeredI
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Dgd theg he hesitytedI Lust szimhtz—I Sis breyth cyumhtI Sis mri. 
zoosegedI

w .uzzed bycf nrstp suddegz— ugsureI v— xoice crycfed ys w syidp 
Wvissiog cok.zeteIO

Se godded but syid gothigmI
Dgd ’heg he turged ygd ’yzfed y’y—p w stood there ’ytchigm hik 

mo,hygds yt k— sidesp heyrt doigm sokethigm cok.zicyted w didgMt 
ugderstygdI vy—be thyt hum keygt sokethigmI Cr it didgMtp ”ust ’hyt 
.eo.ze do ’heg the—Mxe beeg throumh hezz tometherI

Cr ky—be it keygt exer—thigmp but ’hytexer it ’ys yzz yboutp w ’ys 
oxerthigfigm itI 

w ’ys ”ust ybout to heyd hoke ’heg sokeoge cyzzed k— gykeI w 
turged ygd lougd -ryxis Hegyze— stridigm to’yrd keI

WvogiGuep ’hereMs Nozokog…O
w mestured xymuez— do’g the streetI WSe ’egt thyt ’y—IO
WDzz rimhtp wMzz cytch hik zyterIO Sis e—es zigmered og kep steyd—I 

WPou yzz did y mreyt ”ob togimhtI Dgd w thigf —ou ygd Nozokog kyfe 
y mreyt teykI wMk moigm to .yrtger —ou ’ith hikIO

9or y beytp w ”ust bzigfed yt hikI Partnered—with Solomon Grant?
w .ysted og ’hyt w ho.ed ’ys y coozp .rolessiogyz skizeI WNureI 

Nougds mreytIO
wgside thoumhp k— heyrt ’ys .ougdigmI Lqcitekegtp disbezielQ 

ygd y Aicfer ol .ygicI w ’ysgMt sure ’hich scyred ke kore,’orfigm 
yzogmside Nozokog exer— dy—p or ngdigm out il thyt hum yctuyzz— keygt 
sokethigmI

777
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jersogyz Yote6 Solomon and I became partners, and we worked together 
for a couple of years until the day he disappeared and no one knew what 
had happened to him. We all suspected he was dead. It broke my heart 
because I believed I had fallen in love with him until . . . 



Author's Notes

You can read more about Monique and the rest of her story regarding 
Solomon in Darkness Hovering: The Jeopardy Directive File 1

I hope you enjoyed the story! When you read Darkness Hovering, 
you’ll understand more about why Monique hesitates at the end and 
puts Garrison o. when he proposes— She tells her side of things after 
becoming Solomon’s partnerznever realiBing what personal struggles 
he was carrying— It isn’t until 7ook *, when Solomon takes center stage, 
that Monique Anally learns the truth— With all the pieces in place, she 
makes peace with the pastzand at last agrees to marry Garrison—

It’s a great story, so if you haven’t had time to read it yet, I hope you 
will!

–––

Lnother story you may enjoy O 
Lt the beginning of Darkness Hovering, Garrison Wit discovers 

that his father, the emperor of Lstua, is being blackmailed— His father 
has a plan, but Garrison is too reactive to listen— Instead, he devises a 
plan of his own and calls on one of his closest friends from his military 
days— Peland Holland, now a spy working for the GSM Lgency— He 
agrees to help him take down the criminal—
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Personal File: Leland Holland tells the story of how Garrison and 
Peland became lifelong friends after meeting in the military— Through 
it, you’ll see the depth of their relationship—  

I hope you have time to read it also!

–––

If you want more free short stories, sign up for my newsletter : https
:<<helen=g=huntley—kit—com<newsletter

You can also visit my media library under short stories at authorh
elenhuntley—com



